
“Artificial Intelligence”
A social problem?

Adam Visokay
University of Washington 21 April 2025



Group discussion

What “AI” tools have you used before? 

What are some ways it has been most useful to you?

What are the biggest “fails” you’ve experienced?



Professor Bender begins at 15:48

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtIQVaSS5Pg


Group discussion

What are the main points of each argument?

Relative strengths and weaknesses?





(cite: Andrew Ng)



But how does a language model work?
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● Tokenization - Charles Sanders Peirce (1839–1914)
● Zipf’s law - token frequencies (1930)
● Rules-based translation of Russian to English (1954)
● Statistical NLP - modeling distributions (1970’s)
● Computation (1990’s)
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like a dog that doesn't know what to do when it catches…



Prediction is based on what the model has “seen”



Group discussion

What are some things it can do well? 

Where can it go wrong?

How can these models be biased?











Contact me!

Adam Visokay (he/they)
Department of Sociology
University of Washington

email me: avisokay@uw.edu
my office: 216D Savery Hall
my website: avisokay.github.io
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